AUTHOR'S PREFACE

In these days of lightning coups and faits accomplis,
when what might normally be a century of history may le
packed into three months, the path of the chronicler of events
is beset with difficulties. Many day to day occurrences in
the international political scene which appear at present to
be of the greatest significance, may well be obscured by
time, while an event which was news last week and is forgotten
this week, obliterated by ever-fresh headlines, may in the
long run prove to be a milestone in history.

The people of Chechoslovakia, along with the Allies, are
playing an important part in the present European conflict
and it is my firm conviction that the Czechoslovak nation
will be a factor of even greater significance when peace is
once again established. The outbreak of war which deprived
the British ' man in the street9, the shaper of British
public opinion to whom my book is addressed, of his wistful
dream of peace and prosperity, has however brought closer
to realisation the dream of the Czechoslovak people. It has
been my aim to examine in these pages the processes which
led up to the destruction of the Republic and the courageous
struggle the Czechs are at present waging against their
Nap oppressors* With direct methods of resistance denied
them, they have shown by means of subterranean activity
and sabotage that the free C^ech spirit is still dominant and
will eventually reassert itself.

Although I may sometimes in this book appear critical,
this does not in any way affect my firm faith in the resurrection
of the democratic Czechoslovak Republic and my friendship
and admiration for its peoples. Furthermore, this is a story